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Language learning with you in mind

The Common European Framework of Reference for language learning

LEVEL

Al Breakthrough

A2 Waystage

B1 Threshold

B2 Vantage

C1 Effective
operational proficiency

C2 Mastery

Entry level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

SCALE

Breakthrough: grades
1-3

Preliminary: grades 4-6

Intermediate: grades 7-
9

Advanced: grades 10-
12

Proficiency: grades 13-
15

Mastery: grades 16 &
17
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Entry 1-3

Foundation
GCSE

Higher
GCSE

AS/A/AEA

Honours degree

Postgraduate e.g.
professional linguist

Access 3 Foundation
standard

Intermediate 1 General
standard grade

Intermediate 2 Credit
standard grade

Advanced Higher
Higher

Honours degree

Postgraduate



